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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth 
below. Cancelled and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status 
only. The claims as listed below show added text with underlining and deleted text 
with s trik e through . The status of each claim is indicated with one of (original), 
(currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), (previously presented), or (not 
entered). 

1. (currently amended) A method for franking and processing deliveries, charact e riz e d 
by the following- method steps comprising the steps of : 

- transmitting information from a dispatch customer transmits - to a dispatch service, 
the information e^neeming~comprising..anticipate^ deliveries including the 
respective-recipient details to-the dispatch-service- and means for triggers trig gerin g 
a process for the-payment of the-postal charges, 

- generating a franking number by the dispatch service, after acceptance of the 
charge payment process, the di s patch se rvic e g e n e rat es a franking numb e r for each 
reported delivery and -stores it with the provided recipient detaiisin- a searchable 
franking databas e, the-the franking.nu^ of digits of 
the-franking-mimber being selected such that each delivery which occurs per 
recipient is provided with a separate franking number for a specific period of time A 
and storing the franking number wi th recipient details in a database, 

- transferrin g, for each reported delivery, th e frankin g number from the dispatch 
service transfers- the franking number to the dispatch customer -for each reported 
d e livery , 

- .applying the franking number 

readable form, th e franking number being applied by the dispatch customer, the 
4ispatefr-e-ustomer~apf>lies-tte 

way that it -can-be -recognized as-such; is uneoded- and ean be read by-a-persori; 
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- - reading t he delivery labels of the deliveries -which- are-submitted to the 

dispatch service by the dispatch customer ar e r e ad ; 

- determining^ 

- seArching.the.fra 

labels and recipient address after the recipient address has been-iietermined 
amNead-ar«i-a~frank^ 

s e arch e d to d e termin e wh e th e r a corr e sponding e ntry is pr e s e nt, 

- if the. record.] 

invalid status of the record in the database; and 

if no r ecord is found, rejecting the delivery, after -a corresponding valid entry 
is-deter-mined-i^the-fraf&rin^ 

the entry in -the franking database is marked-as invalid immediateiy ; "Or at--the 
latest after its registration in the last distribution-stationy-and-4f no 
corr e sponding e ntry is found in th e franking databas e, th e deliv e ry is r e jected. 

2. (currently amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, charact e rized in that, 
further co mprising the step of, after the rec ord is l ocated in the database, a 
eofresponding^a4i<J^tfy4s-4eter^ 

service a machine-readable code - permitting automatic distribution - is applied to the 
delivery. 

3. (currently amended) The method as claimed in according to claim 2, wherein the 
machjnerreada in that a barcode, which charact e riz e s 
the val id recipient -address is applied as a machine-readable code. 

4. (currently amended) The method as elaifned-inaccording to claim 3, further 
comprising the ste 

at the disp atch service characterized in that; in order to -determme the-vali<i fecipient 
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ackkessy-the-dispateh sefviee-eheeks-whether there is a forwarding facility for the 
recipient and if there is, the forwarding address is coded as a valid address. 

5. (currently amended) The method a s claim e d in accQrding,to claim 1, further 
comprisin g the ste p of informing the dispatch customer, b y the disp atch service 
eharaeterizecWrH-haWhe^ispateh^ 

reformatting, necessary for reliable OCR reading, of the recipient address which is to 
be applied to the delivery. 

6. (currently amended) The method as claimed in according to claim 1, further 
cpmprism 

characterized in that the -dispatch service informs the dispatch customer- of a recipient 
address which has changed owing to a forwarding facility of the recipient and which 
is to be applied to the delivery. 

7. (currently amended) The method as elaimed-ifi according to claim 1, characterized 
in that wherein the franking number on the delivery is -characterized bycomprises one 
or more additional characters which may easily be identified. 

8. (currently amended) The method as claim e d tft according to claim 1, charact e riz e d 
in that wherein the franking number is -characterized by-comprises a defined position 
on the delivery. 

9. (currently amended) The method asH2laimed-inaccordmg.to claim 1, further 
compri sin g the step of applying characterized in that -an additional character for 
characterizing this franking with the franking number is applied to the ajocation of on 
the delivery which is provided for stamps. 

10. (currently amended) The method as claim e d in accordi.ng to claim 1, further 
comprising the step of en tering into a record characterized in that the a level of the 
charges paid is-entered-for each delivery,. .4r* the-#anki«g-database7 
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11. (currently amended) The method as claimed in according to claim 10, further 
comprising the in that th e 
dispatch -semce-determines- the properties of the deliveries which influence charges 
and checksmg whether the-charges paid correspond to the-charges to be paid, and 
when the charges paid are too low^ demandin g top-up payments are demanded- from 
the-dispatch customers or the-recipients. 

12. (currently amended) The method a^iaimed-inaccordi claim 1, characterize* 
ifl-tl^wherein the coded, valid recipient address and the franking number are used 
together for identifying the -^respective delivery within the framework of tracking 
transportation and monitoring distribution. 

13 . (new) The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of indicating an invalid 
record i n the datab ase is performed after the delivery has been received at a final 
destination station. 
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